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STRUCTURE OF FORMS AND LINES
The value of repetitions becomes a still more Indicative factor if
related to forms.
The problem of forms opens some new aspects. In the very first
graphic representations of children we seldom find that lines are
coordinated in forms. However, there are exceptions, and if we find
such forms at a very early age we may consider it a sign of high
development. The value of distinct forms depends on two factors:
the age level at which such forms appear, and the structure of the
form itself, whether it consists of simple or of complicated lines. On
a higher age level, the lack of any form principle is a negative factor,
As movements are developed from the first uncoordinated move-
ment of the infant to a determination by actions, graphic move-
ments are developed to a determination by forms. A child who, at
the proper age, shows an absence of form principles, possesses a
lack of observation or of expressiveness. Such lack is due either to
inner psychic or to environmental factors, an origin that may be
decided by investigating the child's associations with these forms,
Vague forms hint at an educational problem, since a missing pat-
tern of personality makes it difficult to find a starting point for
educational influence.
With the development of forms appears the question of their
distribution and proportion. A good distribution at an early age
hints at creative ability (Fig. 2). A poor distribution on a later age
level indicates a certain rhythmical disturbance which may be
caused by a disturbed relation between child and environment, or by
an unharmonious factor in the personality of the child (Fig. 7).
The differentiation of forms from each other indicates that the child
recognizes the limits of objects and environment. We may take it as
the sign of an ability to adjust himself. If forms cross each other
unintentionally, we may find the opposite of the previous case, and
in very grave instances it may point to a lack of orderliness a&d
cleanliness. The proportion of forms also allows us to draw certain
conclusions. If children prefer very big forms they usually mani-
fest a tendency toward expansion up to domination. If children
make very small forms it may be due to discouragement. A contrast
of very small and very large forms mostly seems to be the expression
of a conflict The child's associations with the meaning of these
forms may reveal this conflict. The small form may represent the
child Mmself and the bigger one a member of the famfly to whom
the child feels Inferior.